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What is 
Embase?



Embase is a biomedical database that focuses on drugs 

and pharmacology, medical devices, clinical medicine, 

and basic science relevant to clinical medicine.

EMBASE is 

published by 

Elsevier Science.





more than 40 million records including articles from 
more than 8,500 journals published world-wide.

3.6 million conference abstracts from over 11,500 
conferences

Reports

Contains:



When 
we use 

Embase?



When we use 
Embase?

If you need to do a comprehensive search, as 
for a systematic or scoping review.

If you are searching on drug/pharmacy topics, 
which are very well supported in Embase



How to 
access 

Embase?



http://lums.daneshlink.ir/Forms/Account/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fForms%2fPublic%2fOnlineLi
brary.aspx









Quick 
Search





Boolean operators

AND depression AND tricyclic Both words or phrases must 
be present in the record

OR elderly OR geriatric OR aged At least one word or phrase 
must be present in the 
record

NOT depression NOT tricyclic The word phrase before 
the NOT must be present in 
the record;
the word or phrase after 
the NOT must be excluded











Emtree



Emtree, also known as the Elsevier Life Science Thesaurus

Emtree is a retrieval tool

It helps locate articles that may be appropriate for you 
research

Emtree is the controlled vocabulary used for indexing articles in 
Embase, it is very similar in concept to the MeSH terms in PubMed 
and Ovid.







PICO



PICO is a model that helps medical practitioners 
to define a research question.



For patients 65 years and older (P), does the

use of an influenza vaccine (I) reduce the

future risk of pneumonia (O) compared

with patients who have not received the
vaccine? (C)

Example







PICO search options

At the top of the screen you can choose from 

4 different search strategy options. The 

options can also be selected from the drop-
down arrow next to each search term:



/br

• To find the maximum number of results, use the /br option. This 
searches for the term in the Emtree index and its subheadings plus it 
does a free text search of all fields of the database.

/exp
• Means it will search for the term in the Emtree index and its 

subheadings

/de
• Means for the term in the Emtree index without subheadings

/mj

• Use /mj for one or more of your terms if you are finding too many 
results and don't need a comprehensive search of the 
literature. /mj limits your search to articles where the indexers have 
decided that the topic is the major focus of the journal article.



PV Wizard 
(Pharmacovigilance)



The PV Wizard search form is a query builder 

in Embase that is meant to help you successfully 
construct pharmacovigilance search strategies.

PV Wizard search 













Medical 
Device 
Wizard











Advanced 
Search





Drug Search





Disease 
Search





Device 
Search





Citation 
Information





Query 
translator





Journal





Results





My tools





What are 
the Filters to 

Focus the 
Search?



Sources

• This filter shows you which results are in MEDLINE (also in PubMed 
via NLM) and which are unique to Embase.

Drugs:

• This filter lets you limit by drug aspects and options. For instance, 
with the Naproxen search, the drug filter options include limiting to 
only studies with placebo and limiting to studies that include a 
specific comparison intervention (e.g. ibuprofen or paracetamol).

Diseases:

• This filter lets you limit the search by a specific disease or condition, 
which might be the condition your intervention of interest is 
treating or an adverse affect or outcome.



Devices

• This filter limits the search to only studies that include a 
specific medical device

Floating 
Subheadings

• This filter narrows a search that includes a subject heading 
to only search one or more aspects of that subject 
heading, such as only Adverse Drug Reactions with 
Naproxen. 

Age and 
Gender: 

• These filters both let you specify aspects of studies' 
populations in your search results and limit to, for example, 
only studies looking at children or women. 



Study Types:

• This filter limits your search results by type of research study 
methodology.

Publication 
Types: 

• This filter limits your search by type of publication, such as 
article or conference paper. 

Authors

• This filter shows the authors with the most publications in your 
search and lets you filter by one or more of them. 



Conference 
Abstracts:

• This filter lists the conference names associated 
with the most publications in your search and 
lets you filter by one or more of them.

Drug Trade 
Names & Drug 
Manufacturers: 

• These filters limit your search by a specific drug 
name or company. 

Device Trade 
Names & Device 
Manufacturers

• Similarly, these filters limit your search by a 
specific
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